
                                            Main Idea (Advanced)               ________________

Read the text below.  Circle the sentences or phrases that best state the main 
idea.  Underline details that support the main idea.

       The hallways were filled with unfamiliar faces.  Everyone was in a rush!  
Lockers slammed, and feet pounded the walkways.  All of the students seemed to 
know which way to go.  All of the students, that is, except Enrique.  Today was his
first day at Jefferson High School.
           Enrique had moved from San Antonio, Texas to Chicago, Illinois suddenly 
when his father found a new job.  Getting used to a new state, city, and climate 
was challenging enough; however, beginning a new school in early February was 
Enrique's biggest challenge of all.  Everyone had their own friends, their own 
routines, and their own lives.  How could Enrique fit in to all of this?  He missed 
his own school and his own friends, but he had to make the best of his new 
situation.
           Enrique looked at the newly printed schedule and map given to him by the 
guidance counselor.  He matched up the symbols on the map to where he was 
standing, in front of the flag pole.  He saw that his first class was in building B, 
which was located to his right.  “Well, here I come!” said Enrique, headed for 
building B.  
           When he walked into his science class, he saw a familiar face next to him.  
“Hi, Enrique!  I'm Josh, your next door neighbor.  Welcome to Jefferson High!” 
said Josh.  Enrique smiled and took a seat next to Josh.  Maybe everything would 
be okay after all!

The main idea of this story is ______________________________________

I know this is the main idea because _________________________________

When locating the main idea and details, I feel:
____ confident        ____ a little unsure           ____ confused         ____ I need help!



                                         More Main Idea (Advanced)   ___________________

Read the text below.  Circle the sentences or phrases that best state the main 
idea.  Underline details that support the main idea.

              Emily was on top of the world!  Her ears rang with the applause that 
surrounded her.  She took in the fragrant smell of the red, silky roses she was 
holding.  She couldn't believe that it was all for her!
                 It had only been months since she walked into Mr. Parker's office to 
audition for the school play, The Wizard of Oz.  She never dreamed she would be 
cast for the title role of Dorothy.  She pushed through weeks of long practices 
while trying to balance the heavy load of classes she was taking.  At times, she 
had wanted to give up, when Mr. Parker would make her go over her dialog “one 
more time.”  But now, here she was!
                 As Emily stood center stage at the conclusion of the opening night of 
The Wizard of Oz,  she was filled with pride.  She could see her father clapping 
wildly as her mother brushed away tears of joy.  “I did it!” Emily thought to 
herself as she smiled at the applauding crowd.  “I'll never forget this night!”

The main idea of this story is ______________________________________

I know that this is the main idea because ______________________________

If I were the author of this text, and I wanted to add another supporting detail 
to the story, I would add _________________________________________

When locating the main idea and details, I feel:
____ confident        ____ a little unsure           ____ confused         ____ I need help!   



                                      Main Idea (Advanced) Answer Key

Read the text below.  Circle the sentences ( ) or phrases that best state the main 
idea.  Underline details that support the main idea.

       The hallways were filled with unfamiliar faces.  Everyone was in a rush!  
Lockers slammed, and feet pounded the walkways.  All of the students seemed to 
know which way to go.  All of the students, that is, except Enrique.  (Today was 
his first day at Jefferson High School.)
           Enrique had moved from San Antonio, Texas to Chicago, Illinois suddenly 
when his father found a new job.  Getting used to a new state, city, and climate 
was challenging enough; however, beginning a new school in early February was 
Enrique's biggest challenge of all.  Everyone had their own friends, their own 
routines, and their own lives.  How could Enrique fit in to all of this?  He missed 
his own school and his own friends, but he had to make the best of his new 
situation.
           Enrique looked at the newly printed schedule and map given to him by the 
guidance counselor.  He matched up the symbols on the map to where he was 
standing, in front of the flag pole.  He saw that his first class was in building B, 
which was located to his right.  “Well, here I come!” said Enrique, headed for 
building B.  
           When he walked into his science class, he saw a familiar face next to him.  
“Hi, Enrique!  I'm Josh, your next door neighbor.  Welcome to Jefferson High!” 
said Josh.  Enrique smiled and took a seat next to Josh.  Maybe everything would 
be okay after all!

The main idea of this story is Today was Enrique's first day at Jefferson High 
School.                                                                                                                    

I know this is the main idea because Enrique's dad got a new job in Chicago, 
Illinios.  Enrique had a map and schedule from the guidance counselor.  He didn't 
know his way around or know the other students.  He missed his old school and his
friends.                                                                                                                   

When locating the main idea and details, I feel:
____ confident        ____ a little unsure           ____ confused         ____ I need help!
                                   



                           More Main Idea (Advanced) Answer Key

Read the text below.  Circle the sentences ( ) or phrases that best state the main 
idea.  Underline details that support the main idea.

              Emily was on top of the world!  Her ears rang with the applause that 
surrounded her.  She took in the fragrant smell of the red, silky roses she was 
holding.  She couldn't believe that it was all for her!
                 It had only been months since she walked into Mr. Parker's office to 
audition for the (school play), The Wizard of Oz.  She never dreamed she would 
be cast for the( title role of Dorothy).  She pushed through weeks of long 
practices while trying to balance the heavy load of classes she was taking.  At 
times, she had wanted to give up, when Mr. Parker would make her go over her 
dialog “one more time.”  But now, here she was!
                 As Emily (stood center stage at the conclusion of the opening night of 
The Wizard of Oz,)  she was filled with pride.  She could see her father clapping 
wildly as her mother brushed away tears of joy.  “I did it!” Emily thought to 
herself as she smiled at the applauding crowd.  “I'll never forget this night!”

The main idea of this story is Emily had a successful night as the lead character 
in the school play.                                                                                                    

I know that this is the main idea because the crowd was applauding, she was 
holding red roses,  she practiced for weeks, she went over her dialog repeatedly, 
her dad was clapping and her mom had tears of joy.  Emily was on top of the world
and never would forget this night.                                                                          

If I were the author of this text, and I wanted to add another supporting detail 
to the story, I would add (Answers will vary.)  Sample answer:  Emily's friends 
were all cheering for her in the first row.                                                              

When locating the main idea and details, I feel:
____ confident        ____ a little unsure           ____ confused         ____ I need help!   


